DIOCESE OF BLACKBURN 

AGREEMENT ON PASTORAL ASSISTANT MINISTRY
(this agreement must be completed before Commissioning)
Between: 

And: 

In the Parish of: 

The Pastoral Assistant’s ministry:
How much time with the PA give to pastoral ministry in the parish?
What is the particular ministry that the PA will undertake?
What general pastoral ministry role will the PA undertake?
Is there a ministry team in the parish, and if so will the Pastoral Assistant belong to it?

How often do they meet and will the Pastoral Assistant be expected to attend all meetings?
If there is no ministry team in the parish what opportunities are there for regular meetings with the Incumbent to share areas of mutual concern?
Support for the Pastoral Assistant:
Is there opportunity for the Pastoral Assistant to join the Incumbent for Daily Office or other regular prayer?
Does the PA have a Spiritual Director or Guide with whom she/he meets regularly?

If not, what arrangements are in place to assist her/him to identify a Spiritual Director?

What pastoral arrangements are in place to support the Pastoral Assistant?
What arrangements are there for contributions toward the Pastoral Assistants continuing ministerial development?

What arrangements are there for the Pastoral Assistants expenses to be reimbursed by the PCC?
What other, if any, Pastoral Assistant activities or responsibilities should be included in this agreement? (PLEASE NOTE PASTORAL ASSISTANTS ARE NOT AUTHORISED TO REGUARLY LEAD WORSHIP OR ADMINISTER THE SACRAMENT IN, OR OUTSIDE OF, THE PARISH AND WILL REQUIRE SEPARATE BISHOP’S AUTHORISATION TO DO SO).

Copies if this ministry agreement should be kept by the incumbent and the pastoral assistant, and a copy sent to the Warden of Readers and Pastoral Assistants. This ministry agreement must be reviewed after the first six months of ministry, and at least twelve monthly intervals after that.

Signed:.............................. (Parish Priest)

Signed:.............................. (Pastoral Assistant)

Date:.................................

First Review date:..........................................

Following Review date:..................................
